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Abortions
The American Pro-Life individuals have two main perspectives that support their belief as to why they are opposed to abortions. American Pro-Life perspective believes that abortions are murder for religious reasons. However, the American Pro-Choice perspective views abortions as a women's choice and that they should have the power to decide to abort their pregnancy.  Many advocates believe human life begins at conception, and ultimately the human fetus has the right to life. Abortions have been a debatable and controversial topic amongst America's Pro-Life and Pro-Choice supporters for decades.
America is one of many nations that was founded on Judeo-Christianity. Many religious people believe that abortions are wrong, therefore, it is considered murder and a forbidden sin. The Christian principles that are taught in the bible clearly state, “Thou Shall not Kill,” (Ex 20:13) it has been documented in the ten commandments of the bible since the beginning of time. Many other scriptures relate to the sanctity of life. As stated in Mark 12:31, Jesus says, “the most important commandment is to love your neighbor as you love yourself.” (KJV, Mark 12:31). Therefore, these Christian practices have shaped and molded many of society’s belief that abortion is not only cruel, but they believe it to be immoral as well as unjustifiable. Pro-Life individuals believe an unborn fetus is sacred, precious, and should be cherished. They contend that an unborn child’s life begins in the womb, therefore it is considered a human life that has human rights. Many Pro-Life advocates believe that women who are considering terminating their pregnancy could seek other alternatives to abortion. Rather than killing an unborn child, they would much rather that child be given up for adoption to a family who may be having trouble conceiving a child. Many factors have caused controversy between the Pro-Choice and Pro-Life movement; especially with the implementation of laws that make abortions legal.
The United States Pro-Life movement began in 1973 as a response to the U.S Supreme Court ruling in Roe v. Wade, which was the beginning of the legalization of abortions. The Supreme court ruling gave women the right to decide to terminate their pregnancy if they chose to do so. “Roe was also based in part on the Fourteenth Amendment right to privacy, which the court ruled was ‘broad enough to encompass a woman’s decision whether or not to terminate her pregnancy’.” (“Introduction to the Abortion Controversy”). The Court not only allowed women the right to have an abortion, but it also prohibited the state from interfering with a woman's decision to have an abortion “Abortion rights advocates have praised Roe and Casey for recognizing that a woman’s right to control her body takes precedence over a fetus’s right to life. These advocates stress that a woman’s decision to control her reproduction is a private issue that does not concern the government.” (“Introduction to the Abortion Controversy”).
In contrast, Pro-Choice supporters do not believe that life begins at conception, they also believe women should have the rights over their own body. The main argument between Pro-Life and Pro-Choice has been the ultimate debate of when life begins. Many Pro-Choice advocates believe that life does not begin at conception, but rather at birth when a child takes its first breath. According to an article published by the Baltimore Sun, “Clearly your life begins when you draw your first breath. That is when God places your soul in your body. Your soul enters your body with your first breath and leaves with your last.” (“Life Begins At Birth”). Pro-Choice individuals also believe women should have the right to decide whether they are ready to have a child. These individuals do not support the idea of a woman being forced into having a child by the government if she becomes pregnant, especially under unforeseen circumstances. For instance, for a woman that has been raped, many advocates believe that women should not be subjected to living with the fact that not only has she has been physically violated against her will, but also be forced by the government to carry the child full term and give birth. Imagine the mental anguish and the suffering a woman would have to deal with for the rest of her life if she does not have the right to decide what she can or cannot do with her own body.	
             Another example would be when a woman is in school pursuing her educational goals to further her career and she unexpectedly becomes pregnant. She may not be able to provide for herself financially, let alone for another human being. Therefore, she decides to terminate her pregnancy so that she can continue to focus on accomplishing her personal goals. Society often frowns upon one’s decision to terminate a pregnancy under these circumstances, some may even say the decision is selfish. However, people on the Pro-Choice side of this argument state that unwanted pregnancy can often negatively affect the woman’s ability to complete school, continue working or support herself (“Introduction to the Abortion Controversy”). Pro-Choice advocates support the legal right of women having total control over their bodies, and they believe that a decision to abort or to keep a pregnancy should solely be a decision granted to a woman and not the government. For example, “They stress that education and job rights are strongly protected by the Constitution, and to take advantage of these opportunities, women must be able to control their reproduction.” (“Introduction to the Abortion Controversy”). Overall, both sides have differing opinions about abortion, Pro-Life individuals believe abortions are unethical, while Pro-Choice individuals believe women should have legal rights over their own body. 
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